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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
5/12/2008 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/12/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant has amended the independent claims, however the amended 
limitations still read on the prior art of record (Block reference of record). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 15, 17-18, 20, 22-27, 29-30 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Bryant et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,652,615) in view of Block et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,675,384). 

Referring to claim 1, Bryant discloses a broadcasting system (see Figure 1) 
comprising a broadcasting apparatus (see studio 110, Head End 140, Sub-Head End 
150 or Street Box 160 in Figure 1) adapted to transmit several composite video 
signals (see Column 2, Lines 18-35 and Lines 60-62) to several respective 
geographic areas (see Figure 1 and Column 4, Lines 35-59 for multiple set-top 
boxes 200 in various geographic locations receiving composite video signals), 
each of said composite video signals including a video broadcast channel that carries a 
video signal for an audio-visual program (see Figure 4 and Column 5, Lines 40-45), a 
main audio channel that carries a standard audio track for said program and an 
additional channel that carries an alternative audio track for said program (see Figure 4 
and Column 5, Lines 42-45 for the composite video signal comprising a first and 
second audio channel (main and alternative), said alternative audio track being a 
modified version of said standard audio track that is specific to the respective 
geographic area (see Figure 8 and Column 8, Lines 35-59 and further note that 
Figure 8 clearly teaches that the alternative audio track A - C/D - A is a modified 
version of the standard audio track A - B - A transmitted from Head End/Street 
Box 840 to STB 831), said standard audio track and said alternative audio track 
consisting of dialog in the same language (see Column 6, Line 55 through Column 7, 
Line 17 for selecting program content for two demographically different 
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audiences from with a single broadcast and further note that two set-top boxes 
200 in Figure 1 can reside under a single Street Box 160, therefore video 
programs transmitted to two different families on a single street would transmit 
programs in the same language). 

Bryant also discloses a plurality of video signal processors disposed in several of 
said geographic areas and adapted to receive said composite video signals and to 
generate corresponding output audio and video signals (see again Figures 1 and 8 
and the examiner remarks above), said video signal processors including a selector 
adapted to select one of said main and alternative audio tracks as the active audio track 
(see Figure 2 for STB 200 and Column 4, Line 54 through Column 5, Line 9 for the 
components used to switch between the various demographic composite 
program signals), said video signal processors generating said output audio signal 
corresponding to said active audio track (see again Column 6, Line 55 through 
Column 7, Line 17). 

Bryant also discloses that a first of said video signal processors is disposed in a 
first of said geographic areas (see STB 831 in Figure 8), having its selector set to 
receive the alternative audio track and generating a first output audio signal with a small 
number of segments being specific to said first geographic location (see Figure 8 and 
Column 8, Lines 35-59 and further note that Figure 8 clearly teaches that the 
alternative audio track A - C/D - A is a modified version of the standard audio 
track A - B - A transmitted from Head End/Street Box 840 to STB 831). 
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Bryant also discloses that the second of said video signal processors is disposed 
in a second of said geographic areas (see STB 833 in Figure 8), having its selector set 
to receive the alternative audio tracks, and generating a second output audio signal with 
a small number of segments being specific to said second geographic location, the 
remaining segments of said second output signal being identical to the remaining 
segments of said first output signal (see Figure 8 and Column 8, Lines 35-59 and 
further note that Figure 8 clearly teaches that the alternative audio track A - C/D - 
A is a modified version of the standard audio track A - B - A transmitted from 
Head End/Street Box 840 to STB 831). 

Bryant fails to disclose that the alternative audio track for said program is 
transmitted on a SAP (secondary audio program) channel. 

Block discloses carrying additional audio channels in the SAP portion of the 
composite video signal (see Column 19, Lines 18-52). 

Block also discloses that at least one of said video signal processors is 
comprised of a settable latch and decoder, wherein said latch is set by entering a code 
which is decoded by said decoder, and in which said settable latch is engaged to only 
receive said alternate audio track (see Figure 7 and Column 13, Line 58 through 
Column 14, Line 52 and Column 15, Line 20 through Column 17, Line 60 for 
teaching a latch and decoder for determining what audio channel to select for 
output to the viewer). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the composite video signals, as taught by Bryant, to 
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include alternative audio signals in a SAP portion of the composite video signals, as 
taught by Block, for the purpose of increasing the amount of information available to a 
television viewer during the broadcast of a program (see Column 1, Lines 65-66 of 
Field, U.S. Patent No. 4,410,911 which is incorporated by reference by Block in 
order to teach the use of including additional audio signals in the SAP portion of 
a composite video signal). 

Referring to claims 17-18 and 20, see the rejection of claim 15. 
Referring to claim 22, see the rejection of claim 15. 
Referring to claim 23, see the rejection of claim 15. 

Referring to claim 24, Bryant discloses that the selector is responsive to 
commands from a user (see Column 4, Lines 5-9). 

Referring to claim 25, Block discloses a latch responsive to a code to override 
said commands and lock said selector into a predetermined position (see Column 14, 
Lines 6-65). 

Referring to claim 26, see the rejection of claim 1 . 

Referring to claims 27, 29-30 and 47, see the rejection of claim 1 (again note 
Figure 8). 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7301 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason P Salce/ Jason P Salce 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2623 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 2623 

July 9, 2008 



